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The subject of" T Cell Receptors for Autoimmune Diseases" gained much 
attention in recent months. For example, we synthesized a peptide from the 
V region of the B-chain of the T cell receptor for EAE. This peptide was 
biologically active and induced the formation of MHC class I restrict T 
cells as well as antibodies. Both T cells and antibodies are protective 
against EAE development. Similarly, anti-receptor antibodies have been 
shown to block EAE development. Studies are now underway in many, 
laboratories, trying to identify and define the active region(s) of the T 
cell receptor(s) from patients with multiple sclerosis and with similar 
human disorders. As you all know that many of our colleagues are 
interested in the structure and immunology of the T cell receptor, 
including synthetic receptors or receptor peptides. 

The symposium we plan to present in Charleston, SC, 1991, will include 
a selection of 5-6 speakers from the long list of prominant scientists in 
the field. The subject matter will include molecular biology, immunology, 
structure and active regions of the alpha and beta chains, of the T cell 
receptor from animals and man and how do these receptors, synthetic or 
otherwise, regulate autoimmune effector cell function in animals and in 
man. 

We think it will be a good symposium, timely and permits discussion of 
a hot issue of interest to many of us. 
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